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LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1-6 (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of attaching a straw package to a bag, the method 
comprising: 

providing a plurality of bags having a base and a first side wall and a second side 
wall at an acute angle with respect to the first side wall, wherein the bags are constructed to stand 
with the base located toward the bottom of the bag; 

positioning a bag on a conveyor belt such that the bag lays- lies on the conveyor 
belt on a first side wall, so that the second side wall is at an acute angle with the conveyor belt; 

providing a plurality o f straw packages from above the conveyor belt; 

applying a straw package onto the second side wall at an acute angle to the 

conveyor belt. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein providing a plurality of 
bags includes providing a plurality of flexible bags wherein the first and second side walls 
comprise film. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method of attaching a straw package to a bag, the method 
comprising: 

providing a plurality of bags having a base, a first side wall and a second side 
wall, wherein the first side wall and the second side wall share at least two edges, and the bags 
are constructed to stand on the base; 

positioning a bag on a conveyor belt such that the bag lays on the conveyor belt 
on the first side wall, and the second side wall is at an acute angle with the conveyor belt; 

providing a plurality of straw packages from above the conveyor belt: 
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attaching a straw package to the second side at an acute angle with the conveyor 
belt and substantially parallel to the second side wall. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein providing a plurality of 
bags includes providing a plurality of flexible bags wherein the first and second side walls 
comprise film and are welded together at the two edges. 

1 1 . (New) A method of attaching a straw package to a bag, the method comprising: 
providing a plurality of bags having a base and a first side wall and a second side 

wall at an acute angle with respect to the first side wall, wherein the bags are constructed to stand 
with the base located toward the bottom of the bag; 

positioning a bag on the conveyor belt such that the bag lays on the conveyor belt 
on a first side wall, so that the second side wall is at an acute angle with the conveyor belt; 

providing a transfer drum above the conveyor belt, the transfer drum being 
rotatable about an axis substantially parallel to the second side wall; 

providing a plurality of straw packages on the periphery of the transfer drum, a 
straw package being positioned substantially parallel to the second side wall; and 

applying the straw package onto the second side wall while maintaining the straw 
package substantially parallel to the second side wall. 

12. (New) The method of claim 7, further comprising applying an adhesive on the 
straw package prior to applying the straw package onto the second side wall. 

13. (New) An apparatus for applying straw packages onto bags, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a conveyor belt constructed and arranged to convey a plurality of bags; 
a straw package supplying assembly; 

SSL-DOCSl 1788601vl 



Application Serial No. 09/690,409 

Amendment Dated June 8, 2007 

Responsive to Office Action Dated January 8, 2007 

a transfer assembly positioned above the conveyor belt, 

the transfer assembly constructed and arranged to receive a plurality of 
straw packages from the straw package supply assembly, 

the transfer assembly having a straw retaining member constructed and 
arranged to retain the straw packages at an acute angle to the conveyor belt, the transfer 
assembly also including a straw applying member to displace a straw package away from the 
retaining member and to apply the straw package onto one of the plurality of bags. 

14. (New) A system for applying straw packages onto bags, the system comprising: 

a plurality of bags having a first side and a second side and a base, wherein the 
bags are constructed and arranged to stand on the base; 

a conveyor belt constructed and arranged to convey the plurality of bags with the 
first side facing up and the second side contacting the conveyor belt; 

a plurality of straw packages connected to one another, the straw packages having 
an adhesive thereon; 

a transfer assembly positioned above the conveyor belt, the transfer assembly 

having 

a straw retaining member constructed and arranged to receive and retain 
the straw packages substantially parallel to the first side of the bags, 

a disconnecting member to disconnect one straw package from the 
plurality of straw packages, and 

a straw applying member constructed and arranged to displace a straw 
package away from the retaining member and to apply the straw package onto one of the 
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plurality of bags on the conveyor belt such that the straw package is attached to the bag via the 
adhesive. 
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